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back to Rome, where she herself dies a year
later.

The story is worth telling in some detail
because it shows how closely Chaucer keeps
to his original when it suits his purpose. The
Man of Lawe does not alter a single point of
any importance. He makes no attempt to
soften down the improbabilities of the story
or reduce the miraculous element. After all,
he is himself going on a pilgrimage to the
wonder-working shrine of St. Thomas a
Becket, and shrewd man of the world as he
is, there is nothing in the history of Constance
to strain his credulity. But whereas in Trivet
the characters are mere lay figures set up to
illustrate the power of Christianity and the
evil fate which befalls the opponents of Mother
Church, in Chaucer they have an individuality
of their own. Instead of alienating our sym-
pathy at the outset by insisting on the
learning and missionary enterprise of a child
of thirteen, Chaucer omits all this and follows
the more natural path of making the foreign
chapmen so struck by the good report which
they hear of the emperor's daughter, that
having once seen her, and proved her beauty
for themselves, when after their custom they
go to tell the Soldan what wonders they have